[Cytochemical, immunologic and gene rearrangement studies in adult acute leukemia].
Results of morphological, cytochemical and immunological studies performed in adult acute leukaemias have been compared. Thirty one cases proved to be acute myeloid leukaemia, while 25 cases were shown to be acute lymphoid leukaemia. Based on our results we conclude that immunophenotyping with monoclonal antibodies does not help in distinguishing the subtypes of AML. For purposes of clinical diagnosis cytochemical methods are valuable. On the other hand the monoclonal antibodies are essential in distinguishing the very immature myeloid and lymphoid leukaemias and this is of great importance from the clinical point of view, in determining therapy. Moreover, the diagnosis of acute lymphoid leukaemias is not possible without the specific monoclonal antibodies. Their application is first of all in haematological centers caring for leukaemia patients nowadays already obligatory. Gene rearrangement studies make the diagnosis more accurate and help in the diagnosis of leukaemias of unknown immunological origin.